Structuring Your Oral History

Rough Draft Due Thursday January 19th 

Sample Structure

Paragraph 1
 Introduction-Attention grabbing opening (quote or story)

· Briefly introduce the person and your relation to them. 

· Introduce main theme or idea you will focus on

· Provide a brief physical description of them and their surroundings

Paragraph 2
Background information 

· When/where born

· Parents-names, occupations 

· Siblings

· Quote describing childhood

· Anecdote (focus story)/ Commentary (story/what it’s relevant, what it says about them) 

Paragraph 3
Childhood/Early Years

Introduce Childhood years

· Introduce with quote or brief anecdote

· Commentary  

· Quote/Commentary

Paragraph 4
Teenage Years

· Introduce historical context of their formative years (adolescence to adulthood~11-19 years old) Examples: Great Depression, WWII, Vietnam War.

· Quotes and Anecdotes (important experiences or memories during this time)

· Commentary

Paragraph 5
Early Adulthood

Milestones in adulthood (jobs, marriage, travel, kids ,etc.)

· Quotes /Anecdotes

· Commentary

· Quotes /Anecdotes

· Commentary

Paragraph 6
Adulthood-Middle Age/ Interesting Facts

· Quotes /Anecdotes

· Commentary

· Quotes /Anecdote

· Commentary

Paragraph 7
Current Activities/Retirement

· Quotes and Anecdotes

· Commentary

Paragraph 8
Writer’s Reflection/What you learned or felt

What surprised you/What you found to be most valuable

End with quote from your interview subject

