How to write an AP essay

AP gives you 5 minutes to prepare your thoughts and 30 minutes to write.

You will need to write in INK and in the PAST TENSE since you are writing as a historian looking back in time.  Concentrate on writing in the PAST TENSE!!!  NO WHITE OUT!

I want you to write on the front sides of the paper.  Use college ruled paper and NEVER write to the edge of the paper.  Try to write 2 pages (front side).  If you don’t have enough to say to fill two pages or more then you haven’t studied enough.

Never use “I” in your writing.

You will write a 5 PARAGRAPH essay.

To answer an essay question you must first understand the question.  The phrasing is sometimes troubling.  The five things to do in answering an essay are to read the question, read the question, read the question, read the question and read the question!   Underline the key words or phrases in the question (THE PROMPT).

Determine what it is asking you to do.   Evaluate, cause and effect, compare and contrast are the usual tasks.

During your 5 minute brainstorm period, jot down key names, dates, terms associated with the prompt topic.  

INTRODUCTION
· Since you have only 30 minutes to write this paragraph it cannot be too long.

· You must focus the reader who doesn’t know anything about the subject.
· You are not proving anything in your introduction.  That’s for the body paragraphs

· DO NOT RESTATE THE PROMPT. 

· Write the introduction in about 5 sentences. 

· Your final sentence of the introduction will be your THESIS statement.  

· thesis:  a declarative statement which states what will be proven in the essay through the use of supporting data; the main, controlling idea (Webster’s dictionary)

· Your THESIS will include 3 (or 4) arguments to prove the prompt.

· Use the vocabulary words of the prompt in your thesis to write a clear THESIS statement.

· For example:  _________, ___________, and ____________ were the main causes of the fall of the Roman Empire.

· You may be asked in the prompt to assess the validity of a statement so you may agree or disagree with the prompt statement, or part of it.  
I HAVE DEVELOPED A SIMPLE FORMULA FOR WRITING AN INTRODUCTION PARAGRAPH.  Use the following format for all essays (not DBQ’s) in this class.
Introduction paragraph  (5-6 sentences)

1st sentence:  The What:  Define all terms used in the prompt
2nd sentence:  When and Where:  dates and place (places)

3rd sentence:  Who:  This can be specific or general groups of people

4th  & 5th sentence:  Why:  Why did this event take place?

6th sentence:  THESIS:  ALWAYS USE ALL THE PROMPT TERMS IN YOUR THESIS         Example:  Start your thesis with the key terms used in the prompt followed by three groups that answer the question.   

3 BODY PARAGRAPHS

· Each paragraph begins with a clear TOPIC SENTENCE that comes straight from the THESIS statement.  This is VERY IMPORTANT.

· Start with your most important argument.  For example:  The most important reason for the fall of the Roman Empire was ______________.

· Each body paragraph supports one argument you stated in your THESIS.  You prove the argument by providing specific examples.

· Your body has to have analysis, depth, and evaluation.

· Avoid a narrative and chronology.  Only include those facts that support your THESIS and TOPIC sentence.

· At the end of the paragraph be sure to sum up the main point→ “Therefore it can be seen that………”
· Keep the reader focused and on track→use works like; therefore, these, as a result.
· Don’t EXAGGERATE!  Be careful how you use the word:  ALL

· If your paragraph is too long that means you need to break it up (then you will have more than a 5 paragraph essay).  Be sure to start a new paragraph with a transition that relates to the original topic sentence.  You might say:  Another example that supports………

· Put your weaker arguments later in the essay.  This may go against what you’ve been told in your English class but I want it done this way.

CONCLUSION

· You must have a conclusion even though it’s not as important as the introduction and the body paragraphs.

· The conclusion is graded quickly so sum up the main points

· Phrase it a slightly different way.

· Bring the reader back to the question and back to the thesis.  

· Avoid:  summarizing what you just said in previous paragraphs—Do not write “now it has been shown that”

· You could include a few points about later events that are a result of what has been discussed in your essay.

· Do not introduce new facts related to your thesis.

Remember

· No abbreviations!  If you use acronyms then you must explain what each letter stands for the first time you use it.  Then you can use the acronym.  For example if you use the term NATO you need to explain the letters the first time you use the word.

· Capitalization matters especially for countries.

· Horrible handwriting doesn’t help.  Most of the graders are like me (with older eyes).

· Use sophisticated vocabulary if you know how.  Do not show off.  

· It’s hard to write a good essay in 30 minutes.  You need to know your material so you have something to write about.  

· You must write 2 complete essays (and a DBQ, but that’s for later) in order to pass the AP exam.  If you don’t really know the material you’ve picked the wrong essay choice but you must write as if you know the material.  
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