College Prep. Seminar 


Creative Writing Workshop
Spring 2008
Mrs. Julie Kim

Except a living man there is nothing more wonderful than a book! 
A message to us from the dead, - from human souls whom we never saw, 
who lived perhaps thousands of miles away; and yet these, on those little sheets of paper, speak to us, teach us, comfort us, open their hearts to us as brothers
-Charles Kingsley
I. Goals: 

· (R1.1) Read literature and be able to identify and use literal and figurative meanings of words in 
· (W2.2) Write responses to literature
· (R 3.5) Compare works that express a universal theme and provide evidence to support ideas expressed in each work 
· (R 3.7) Recognize and understand significance of various literary devices and explain their appeal 
· (W 2.1) Write biographical or autobiographical narratives or short stories 
· (SA 2.4) Deliver narrative presentations/oral responses to literature 
· Write short stories and poems using a variety of structures and strategies 
II. Required Tools: You should have these materials EVERYDAY! 
· YOU!!! Attendance is the #1 factor for success in this class. 
· Your academic planning calendar (for long-term and short-term planning) 
· At LEAST two black or blue pens 
· Loose-leaf paper neatly bound in a 3-ring binder
· A desire to share and collaborate in the learning process in an honest and open way 
· An open mind and respect for my fellow classmates and teacher
· Thumb drive/ USB drive (only computer lab days only; dates will be announced 
III. Grading Policy  
· 90-100% = A


Portfolio ……..60%

· 80-89% = B


Homework……………………...20%

· 65-79% = C


Classwork………………………10%

· 64 & below = F


Class participation……………...5%






Attendance……………………...5%

At the end of each term, grades are considered NON-NEGOTIABLE. There will be plenty of chances the semester to improve your grade through extra-credit opportunities, so please take advantage of these times, especially if you have a “borderline” grade. To illustrate, this means an 89.9% will be equivalent to a ‘B’ grade at the end of the semester and will not be rounded up. I encourage you to do your best and work harder even when you think you are doing well enough. 

IV. Overview of Unit Content (8 weeks) 
· Week 1-4: Reading and writing poetry and short stories 
· Week 5-7:  Writing memoirs 
· Week 8: Final Portfolio Preparation 
V. Homework and Make-up Work Policy 

Homework will be given on a regular basis and will be worth 20% of your final grade. Please note the following homework policies: 

· No late homework allowed without parent note  

· Homework is due in corresponding “Inbox” at BEGINNING of period

· All written homework (paragraphs, essays, journals, etc…) should be neatly handwritten or typed and should always be double spaced

· If absent, homework is due day after you return unless specified otherwise 

· If absent, you are responsible for logging on to Poly’s Homework Helper to find out what work you missed. 

How to Access Poly Homework Helper

· Go to www.polyhigh.org 

· Click on the blue button on the left that says “Homework” 

· From the department list, select “English Department” 

· From the staff list, select “Julie Kim” 

· Once directed to my site, select your period from the list

· To view homework, click on “See Homework and Assignments” 

· The homework for that day, the due date, and a brief description of the assignment should appear on the page 

Please use this resource as much as possible. It is here to help you succeed! 

VI. Classroom Rules 
· Treat your peers and teacher the way you would like to be treated. 

· Respect school property and the property of others. Don’t take, deface, or break what’s not yours. 

· Be here on time all the time. Tardies and absences will severely impact your grade. 

· Bring all necessary materials to class. 

· Raise your hand to speak and participate in class activities. Do not shout out answers. 

· No food, drinks, or candy allowed. Water is okay. 

· Do not leave trash on the floor. Help maintain a clean classroom environment. 

· Restroom breaks may not be taken during the first or last ten minutes of class. En route to the restroom, orange vests must be worn and signed and dated clipboards must be carried at all times. 

· Absolutely no MP3 players, cell phones, gameboys, or other portable electronic devices will be allowed. These will be confiscated on sight. 
VII. Consequences

· 1 warning – Verbal warning/ Name on board 
· 2 warnings – Behavior reflection sheet (BRS) and lunch classroom cleanup duty  
· 3 warnings – BRS, lunch detention, and phone call home  

· 4 warnings – BRS, lunch detention, and parent conference 
· 5 warnings or more – Dean’s office for severe disciplinary action (i.e…expulsion, suspension, transfer, etc..) Please, let’s not let things get this far. 
VIII. Final Words 

Again, welcome to Creative Writing Workshop. Let your imagination run free and jump onto the pages of the numerous short stories, poems, and memoirs you will be authoring this mester. I am excited to be invited into the worlds you will be opening up to me through your writing. My hope is for you to learn, have fun, and most importantly, discover a few new things about yourself during the writing process. 
Parent Acknowledgment of Classroom Policies and Procedures

I, (Name: Please print ___________________________________), have read the description of policies and procedures in my child’s Creative Writing Workshop Course. I understand that my child is responsible for bringing in all materials to class each day. I also understand that my child will be responsible for respecting and abiding by the rules of this class as described above. If my child does not abide by these rules, I understand that he/she will face the consequences outlined above. Further, by signing on the line, I agree to the teacher’s grading policy and trust that the teacher will assess my child according to standards that are fair and equitable. I also promise to do my best to help my child succeed. 

_____________________________________


____________________________________

Signature 






Date 

Thank you parents! If you have any questions about any of my policies or wish to discuss your child’s progress at any point in the mester, please do not hesitate to contact me. I can be reached in the following ways: 

· E-mail: bjk8580@lausd.net  (best way) 

· School phone: (818)394-3600
