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Macbeth Essay Outline

Body Paragraphs

· No I, me or you

· Stay in PRESENT TENSE (he says, he shows, he believes, he does)

· Follow this format

· Do NOT repeat the same words of phrases – use a thesaurus!

***Don’t forget your in-text citations after your quotes!***
Example: 

When MacBeth says, “To be thus is nothing, but to be safely thus” (III.i.52-53), it shows…

I. First Body Paragraph

A. Topic sentence (What is the MAIN IDEA of this paragraph?):

___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. Quote: (Introduce the quote or passage from the story – say it):

___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


1. Commentary 1 (what does this quote/passage mean?):


______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Commentary 2 (why does the quote matter?  What does it show? PROVE your topic sentence.): 


______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. Quote: (Introduce the quote or passage from the story – say it):

___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


1. Commentary 1 (what does this quote/passage mean?):


______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Commentary 2 (why does the quote matter?  What does it show? PROVE your topic sentence.): 


______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D. Quote: (Introduce the quote or passage from the story – say it):

___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


1. Commentary 1 (what does this quote/passage mean?):


______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Commentary 2 (why does the quote matter?  What does it show? PROVE your topic sentence.): 


______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

E. Conclusion/transition sentence (close your 1st body paragraph and introduce your 2nd body paragraph):

___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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II. Second Body Paragraph

A. Topic sentence (What is the big controlling idea of this body paragraph?):

___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. Quote: (Introduce the quote or passage from the story – say it):

___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


1. Commentary 1 (what does this quote/passage mean?):


______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Commentary 2 (why does the quote matter?  What does it show? PROVE your topic sentence.): 


______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C. Quote: (Introduce the quote or passage from the story – say it):

___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


1. Commentary 1 (what does this quote/passage mean?):


______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Commentary 2 (why does the quote matter?  What does it show? PROVE your topic sentence.): 


______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D. Quote: (Introduce the quote or passage from the story – say it):

___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


1. Commentary 1 (what does this quote/passage mean?):


______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Commentary 2 (why does the quote matter?  What does it show? PROVE your topic sentence.): 


______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

E. Conclusion/transition sentence (close your 2nd body paragraph and introduce your 3rd body paragraph):

___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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III. Third Body Paragraph

A. Topic sentence (What is the big controlling idea of this body paragraph?):

___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. Quote: (Introduce the quote or passage from the story – say it):

___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


1. Commentary 1 (what does this quote/passage mean?):


______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Commentary 2 (why does the quote matter?  What does it show? PROVE your topic sentence.): 


______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C. Quote: (Introduce the quote or passage from the story – say it):

___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


1. Commentary 1 (what does this quote/passage mean?):


______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Commentary 2 (why does the quote matter?  What does it show? PROVE your topic sentence.): 


______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D. Quote: (Introduce the quote or passage from the story – say it):

___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


1. Commentary 1 (what does this quote/passage mean?):


______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Commentary 2 (why does the quote matter?  What does it show? PROVE your topic sentence.): 


______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

E. Conclusion/transition sentence (close your 3rd body paragraph by rewording your topic sentence):

___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Stay strong…you’re almost done!
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IV. Introduction Paragraph

· Grab the reader’s attention with a strong HOOK

· After the hook, introduce the text and the author

· Introduce the main points of your essay (HINT: your three SUMMARY SENTENCES)

· Stay in PRESENT TENSE (he says, he shows, he believes, he does)

· Make sure your thesis statement is clear, recognizable and at the end of this paragraph!
· Do NOT use I, ME, or YOU

A. Hook (Get me INTERESTED!  Make it original. NO QUESTIONS!): 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

B. Introduce the text and the author (example: In his play Macbeth, William Shakespeare shows…)

___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C. Introduce main points (You have three body paragraphs, so you should have at least 3 summarizing sentences to use here):

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D. THESIS: (What is your MAIN IDEA?  Every body paragraph should support this point.)

___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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V. Conclusion Paragraph

This is the last thing your readers will read.

· They should feel like they learned something from your essay

· They should want to recommend your essay to other people

· They should feel like YOU’RE AN EXPERT

(((((((((((((((((((
NO “That is why…,” “Now you know..,” “I talked about…,” “This paper said…,” “I just said…” (or anything else that sounds even remotely close to any of these phrases!)

(((((((((((((((((((
A. Restate Thesis (same idea from intro paragraph, DIFFERENT WORDS):

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. Briefly summarize main points from your body paragraphs (see skull & crossbones above):

___________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C. FINAL WORDS (relate your thesis to life today – help your reader realize why your thesis is important for THEIR life):

___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Give yourself a high-five…you’re basically done!!!

(((((
Now go back and proof-read it for errors.
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