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Big Stick Diplomacy in the Western Hemisphere

Theodore Roosevelt threw his considerable energy into building United

States authority in Latin America. He established policies that would affect

United States relations with Latin America throughout the twentieth century.

Roosevelt’s ”big stick” policy expressed the view that it was the responsibility

of the United States to carry out ”the most regrettable but necessary international

policy duty which must be performed for the sake of the welfare of

mankind.” When Venezuela defaulted on loans in 1902, Roosevelt warned

against European intervention in the Western Hemisphere. He persuaded the

parties to submit the dispute to arbitration.

The new United States policy in Latin America stirred considerable controversy.

On this page is a cartoon that appeared after the Venezuela intervention.

Study the cartoon below, then answer the questions that follow.
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