Westerberg, English 1-2 
GREEK MYTHOLOGY
Unit Outline

Instructions:  At the end of this outline, list the stories you are most interested in covering for our magazine.  Choose a total of three gods, heroes, myths, or stories.  
The Titans: the original gods of the universe.  Zeus overthrew the greatest—Cronus, his father—but did not banish the Titans.  They simply took on a lesser role.
The Twelve Great Olympians: They lived in Olympus and ruled over all.
· Zeus (Jupiter): the chief god, the God of all Gods.  He rules with the mighty thunderbolt.
· Poseidon (Neptune): brother of Zeus, second most powerful, God of the Sea.  Wields a might trident.
· Hades (Pluto): brother of Zeus, God of Wealth, King of the Dead.  With his wife Persephone, he rules the underworld.  He is terrible in his sense of justice, but he isn’t evil.
· Hestia (Vesta): sister of Zeus, Goddess of the Hearth, the mother of the home
· Hera (Juno): Zeus’s wife, Protector of Marriage
Children of Zeus and Hera
· Ares (Mars): The God of War, detested by his parents
· Athena (Minerva): Goddess of the City, the protector of civilization, war-like, just, and wise
· Apollo: the God of Beauty and Truth, beloved by the musicians and poets
· Aphrodite (Venus): Goddess of Youth and Beauty, stole the hearts of men and gods alike
· Hermes (Mercury): the swift Messenger God, shrewd and cunning, the Master Thief
· Artemis (Diana/Hecate): Lady of Wild Things, “protectress of dewy youth”
· Hephaestus (Vulcan): God of Fire, often described as deformed
The Lesser Gods of Olympus

· Eros (Cupid)- God of Love

· The Muses (inspiration) and the Graces (grace and beauty)
The Two Great Gods of Earth (mankind’s best friends)
· Demeter: Goddess of Corn, associated with harvest and food
· Dionysus/Bacchus: God of Wine, associated with merriment and celebration
Other Earth Gods

· Pan: wild god of merriment and music
· Silenus: either the son or brother of Pan, no special repute but his drunkenness

Stories of the Great Heroes

· Perseus: who slew the snake-headed Medusa

· Theseus: who confronted the great Minotaur in a labyrinth
· Hercules: the greatest hero of Greece, strong and courageous
The Flower-Myths: Narcissus, Hyacinth, Adonis, beautiful stories of vanity, greed, and desire
Stories of Lovers: Pyramus and Thisbe, Orpheus and Euruydice, Pygmalion and Galatea
The story, The Quest of the Golden Fleece and the story of King Midas
You can also pick from these creatures and figures:  Centaurs (half man, half horse savages), Gorgons (winged creatures who turned men to stone), Sirens (singing nymphs who lured sailors to their death), The Fates (responsible for every Greek’s destiny), The Oracle, King Midas (Everything he touched turned to gold.)
These are my top three choices, in order:

1:___________________________________________________

2: ___________________________________________________

3:____________________________________________________
