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Introduction to the GUESS method

The GUESS method is a process that we can use to solve physics/math problems.  While it sometimes takes longer to complete, if you follow the steps correctly, you will always get the answer right!  When you see a physics/math problem on any assignment or test, the ____________ thing that you should do is write the following near the problem:

What do these letters stand for?

G – __________ (What ____________________ does the problem give you? Include _______ AND _________________)

U – ________________ (What is the problem ____________ you to _________________?)

E – ________________ (Which equation – from the ______________________________ – _________________________ to solve the problem?)

S –  ________________  ( _________________________________ for the variables in the equation.)

S – ______________ ( _________ for the answer.)

Today we are only going to practice the G, U, and the E part of the GUESS method.  The purpose of this is to practice ________________________________, finding the ____________________________, and figuring out _________________________ to use.

1. What is the speed of a car that travels 60 km in 1.5 hours?


G – 


U – 


E – 

Acceleration 

- ___________________________ - any change in ____________________.

For example: On the way to school, the bus picks you up. You measure it moving at a velocity of 10 mph South. 5 seconds later, the bus is moving at 30 mph South.

How do we measure acceleration?

Acceleration =

- Remember, ______ means “change in.”

Example:  A car is driving 10 m/s North when it gets on Puohulihuli Street. 5 seconds later, it is driving at a velocity of 60 m/s North. What is its acceleration?

G –

U –

E –

S –

S - 

- Acceleration can be ____________________ or _______________________.


- If the object is “speeding up,” then the acceleration of the object is _____________.

- If the object is “slowing down,” then the acceleration of the object is ____________.

