Black Boy by Richard Wright
notes for pages 45-62

Wright learns about race.



white


black


colored


Negro


mulatto


quadroon


octoroon


biracial


passing

Jim Crow Laws

Significant Passages

“’Can I go peep at the white folks?’” (46).

What does this question reveal about how Wright thinks about white people?

“’Mama, is Granny white?”’ (47).

What does this question reveal about Wright’s history?

“There was the bitter amusement of going into town with Granny and watching the baffled stares of white folks who saw an old white woman leading two undeniably Negro boys in and out of stores on Capitol Street” (45).

Why would it be peculiar to whites see “an old white woman leading two undeniably Negro boys?”

“I asked Aunt Maggie why he kept the gun so close to him and she told me that men had threatened to kill him, white men…” (53).
What does this passage reveal about what it means to be a successful black man in the deep South?

“…a wave of black men draped in weird mustard-colored clothing” (55).
Who are these men?

“’Why are there so many black men wearing stripes?’” (58).


Who are these men?


In each case are these men being used by the white society?


“All of us black people who lived in the neighborhood hated Jews…” (60).
What does this assertion reveal about prejudice and racism?
Reflection: What did you realize about the relationship between blacks and whites? 
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