Name _________________________Period ____
What Makes a Nation?

Imagine that after a long and bloody struggle the country you live in has just won its independence from one of the older colonial powers (Britain, France, Spain or Portugal). You are a high-ranking official in the National Committee to Found the Republic (NCFR). Leading members of the revolution have already drafted the constitution. Your task is to design your country’s national symbols based on the principles found in that constitution. Your fledging country has no national flag, no national anthem, no national heroes, no national holidays, no national plants and animals, and no national mythology.  Think about who belongs to your nation and who and what your nation represents. Devise symbols that represent what you want your nation to be. 
Part I: 

1. What did your revolutionary leaders promise the people? These ideas are reflected in your constitution, and they are the values your national symbols will represent. List three of these ideas below (Example: The French and American Revolutions promised liberty, equality and the right to hold property):

a. 
b. 
c. 

2. What is your nation’s name? Think about a name that represents something your nation values.
Part II: Your Nation’s Symbols

	Create a flag and seal for your nation. The flag and seal should represent all the people in your nation. Think about how the colors you choose symbolize national values and ideals. Also choose an emblem for your national seal. You might want to write a word or phrase on the national seal that captures the spirit of a nation.

	National Flag 

National Seal



	Compose a lyric to your national anthem.  The lyrics should celebrate your revolutionary struggle and your nation’s ideals. 
	National Anthem


	Decide what the national bird, animal, plant and flower should be. You can either draw these national symbols yourself or find pictures of them. Underneath the symbols you should explain the significance of your choice of bird, animal, plant and flower. How do these symbols represent your national values?
	National Flora and Fauna

Bird                                           Animal 

Plant                                          Flower



	What will your nation celebrate together? The events and people you choose to commemorate on national holidays tell your people as well as the rest of the world what your nation feels is important. Create myths about one national hero and one revolutionary event. How will you celebrate these heroes and events (for example: parades, barbeques, dances, outdoor fairs)? What day will you dedicate to the holiday? Write a paragraph about these national heroes or events that your holiday commemorates. In what ways does the holiday include all o f your nation’s people? 
	National Festivals
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