Algebra 1
Mrs. Theresa Maeder

Room: 335
Email: tmaeder@pylusd.org
Website: http://ylhs.org/

Phone: (714) 986-7500 ext. 14335
Conference period: 4th period
Tutoring: before and after school

Course Description:

Algebra is an introduction to the power of mathematical abstractions and symbolisms. In this course, students develop an understanding of variables, variable expressions, equations, and inequalities. A variety of methods are used to solve linear equations, non-linear equations, quadratics, and inequalities. A balanced approach of formal and informal investigations will help students to present solutions to traditional and real-world problems. Students are taught graphing which presents a pictorial representation of problems and tools to interpret expressions, equations and inequalities.
Required Material:

1. 3-ring binder (to organize your notes, handouts, and homework packets)

2. pencil  (only work done in pencil will be accepted)

3. colored pen/pencil (not blue or black to correct homework)

4. lined and graph paper. No calculator is allowed for this class.
Attendance:

All students who are not in their seats when the bell rings will be considered tardy. School tardy policy will be strictly enforced. 
Assignments: Homework
Homework is assigned and corrected each day and will be collected daily.  In order to receive full credit on an assignment, the original problems must be copied and all work must be shown.   Homework will be graded based on accuracy and completeness.  Students are expected to correct the mistakes on each assignment.  Assignments for each week will be posted in the classroom and on my website.   Disciplined homework habit is crucial to students’ success in this class.
Missed Assignments:

No late work will be accepted.  Students will be permitted to make up missed assignments only if their absence from class is excused.  An excused absence does not mean the student is excused from completing the assignment, only that the assignment can be made up.  The number of days a student will have to complete missed assignments is equal to the number of days absent from class.  Students must take the initiative to determine what assignments have been missed and schedule a time to take missed tests or quizzes.  Assignments for each semester are posted on our website.  Students will not be allowed to make up quizzes or tests missed due to an unexcused absence.  

Math Notebook:

You are expected to keep a 3-ring binder with dividers in this class. This notebook will be used to keep class work/notes, homework, grade sheet, and any other class information given to help you understand the material. These notebooks will be checked at random times and will be incorporated into your grade.

Assessments: Quizzes, Chapter Tests, Mid-Semester Exam and Final Exam

A comprehensive test to measure students’ mastery of skills and concepts will be given at the end of each chapter.  Each test is worth 100 points.  There will be approximately 1-2 quizzes per chapter and each quiz is worth 10 points.  The concepts and skills being evaluated will usually be reviewed a few days before the test.  A mid-semester exam is worth 100 points. The semester exam is worth 15% of the overall grade.

Academic Grading Policy:

Grades are cumulative through the end of each semester and will be based only on demonstrated mastery of concepts and development of skills, not effort or potential.  Grades will be posted on Aeries and are updated weekly so students and parents may continually monitor academic progress. Student performance will be assessed in three areas: Chapter Tests and Quizzes, homework, and Final Exam. 

Each of these areas will be weighted and will be used to determine letter grade as follows:

1. Chapter Tests and Quizzes: 65%


2. Homework: 20%

3. Final Exam: 15%

Grading Scale

· 97.00 – 100 : A+

· 93.00 – 96.99 : A 

· 89.50 – 92.99 : A – 

· 87.00 – 89.49 : B+

· 83.00 – 86.99 : B

· 79.50 – 82.99 : B – 

· 77.00 – 79.49 : C+

· 73.00 – 76.99 : C

· 69.50 – 72.99 : C – 

· 67.00 – 69.49 : D+

· 63.00 – 66.99 : D

· 59.50 – 62.99 : D – 

· 0 – 59.49 : F

Requirements for Advancing to Next Math Level:

Students must maintain an A in both semesters and must score Advanced on the CST to be recommended for Geometry Honors (a weighted class).  To be recommended for Geometry, students must maintain a C in both semesters and must score Proficient on CST.  

Behavioral Expectations:

1.  Be ready to learn.   

· Be in your seat when the tardy bell rings.  School tardy policy will be strictly enforced.                                                                                                                                                    

· Have your homework ready and start working on the warm-up as soon as you are in your seat.

· Take notes daily

· Ask questions

2.  Be responsible.

· Adhere to the honor code. CHEATING will not be tolerated. Any student found cheating will be given a zero and parents will be contacted.

· Turn off your cell phone in class.  School cell phone policy will be strictly enforced.

3.  Be respectful 

· Adhere to school policies as stated in the YLHS student handbook.

Consequences:

Violation of school or class policies may result in:

· A warning

· Student conference

· Parent contact and teacher detention

· Office referral and possibly a permanent removal from class.

Extra Help / Tutoring:

Extra help is available before or after school. In order to make the best use of time, students are asked to be prepared with specific problems they are having trouble with. 

Please Keep This Syllabus in Your Notebook
Yorba Linda High School

Algebra 1 Syllabus

2010-2011

Welcome to the 2010-2011 academic school year at Yorba Linda High School.  The following will inform you of the goals and requirements of this course, Algebra 1. Please complete, sign and return this page by Friday, Sept. 10, 2010.

I am looking forward to a great year, one that is both challenging and successful. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me or send me a little note and I will get back with you soon. Thank you for your time and support.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Theresa H. Maeder

· I have read and I understand this course syllabus, classroom expectations, and consequences for unacceptable behavior.

Student 





        Student

Name     ________________________________
        Code     _______________
Student

Signature________________________________         Date___________________

· I have read and I understand this course syllabus. I realize that in order for my student to be successful in this course he/she will be held accountable for all his/her actions. 

Parent / Guardian

Signature________________________________         Date___________________

If I feel the need to contact a parent, I will usually do so between 3-4 p.m. Please let me know who would be the best person to contact at that time and at what number. If this is a bad time, please list a better time below (please keep in mind that I am teaching during the school day)

Thank you.

Father / Mother or Guardian __________________________________________

Work Phone #_________________________________ ext____________________

Home #_______________________________________________________________

Email Address ________________________________________________________

