AP US HISTORY FINAL 

GROUP PROJECT
(200 Points)


1. In a group of 4 or 5, choose an important controversial issue/problem that America faces today or will be facing soon in your lifetime. (must be approved by Mr. Owens)
2. Create a question that you will answer.  I.E. “Should adults have the right to carry a concealed handgun?” or “Should the government provide universal health insurance?” 

3. Research the causes and the history of the problem/issue (you will need to cite your sources).

4. Analyze the issue, and provide multiple perspectives on the problem and potential solutions.

5. Develop your own solution to the problem and a clear action plan that includes a step-by-step response to the problem and a discussion of how your fellow students can get involved.

6. Prepare a presentation/lesson that you will be teaching to the class that includes: History of the problem, multiple perspectives, and your proposed solution and action plan. 

7. Your presentation must include: 

a. Information handouts for the entire class

b. Visual element: a PowerPoint presentation, posters, audio (songs or recordings) or a video (*that you have produced – see additional documentary instructions below) or a combination of multiple 
c. Each member of the group must participate in the creation of the project and the presentation

d. Presentations should be between 15-20 minutes – and well rehearsed you will lose points if it is less than or over the time limit
e. You will be evaluated by Mr. Owens and by your peers

8. You must use at least 8 sources in your research & at least 2 of those sources must be non-internet/website sources (books, newspapers, magazines, interviews) and the sources must be listed on an Annotated Bibliography (list of sources with a brief description of each source).

9. Presentations will take place during finals week in class.

10. You will have limited class time to work on project and most work will have to be conducted out of class.

*OPTION 2:  Recommended only for those who are experienced in film-making, editing, and have access to the proper equipment. Problem-Solution Documentary:  You will choose a significant controversial issue/problem, facing America today, develop a question (like above), and make a mini-documentary exploring it.
1. The film must be between 8 and 15 minutes long and on a DVD or a flash drive.

2. The film itself must have each of the following elements:


· Title 

· History: the Historical background of the problem.

· Problem: The problem with multiple perspectives on the issue – this would be a good place for interviews.

· Solution: your proposed solution and action plan for the problem.

· Credits
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Here are some potential topics & questions: Feel free to develop your own topic
1. Should adults have the right to carry a concealed handgun?
2. Is the use of standardized tests improving education in America?

3. Do electronic voting machines improve the voting process?
4. Does “trickle-down” economics work?
5. Should universities use affirmative action?
6. Does “Keynesian Economics”(pump-priming and deficit spending) work?
7. Is the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) good for America?
8. Should all Americans have the right (be entitled) to health care?
9. Which is more in line with democracy – capitalism or socialism?
10. Should people become vegetarian?
11. Have we abused antibiotics and should prescriptions be severely limited?
12. Are social networking sites good for our society?
13. Do violent video games contribute to youth violence?
14. Does lowering the federal corporate income tax rate create jobs?
15. Should the United States return to a gold standard?
16. Should the death penalty be allowed?
17. Should the drinking age be lowered from 21 to a younger age?
18. Is Social Security in danger? If so what should be done to change it?
19. Should churches (defined as churches, temples, mosques, synagogues, etc.) remain tax-exempt?
20. Should the words "under God" be in the US Pledge of Allegiance?
21. Can alternative energy effectively replace fossil fuels?
22. Are cell phones safe?
23. Should the Constitution be amended again and if so how?
24. Is human activity a substantial cause of global climate change?
25. Should gay marriage be legal?
26. Should prostitution be legal?
27. Should performance-enhancing drugs (such as steroids) be accepted in sports?
28. Should the United States maintain its embargo against Cuba?
29. Should the United States intervene in Syria?
30. What are the solutions to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict?
31. What are the solutions to illegal immigration in America?
32. Should animals be used for scientific or commercial testing?
33. Is a college degree worth the financial investment?
34. Should the United States continue its use of drone strikes?
35. Does the 2nd Amendment guarantee an individual’s right to own guns?
36. Should “fracking” hydraulic-fracturing mining be used?
37. Should tablets replace textbooks in K-12 schools?
38. Should felons be allowed to vote?
39. Should abortion be legal?
40. Should euthanasia or physician-assisted suicide be legal?
41. Should marijuana be a medical option?
42. Should any vaccines be required for children?
43. Is George W. Bush the worst president in American History?
44. Should money and political donations be considered “speech” and protected by the 1st Amendment? Campaign finance $.
AND MORE!!!

· Abortion

· Affirmative Action

· Affordable Care Act (Obamacare)

· Ageism / Age Discrimination

· Airport Screening Procedures

· Airport Security

· Alcoholism

· Animal Rights

· Anorexia Nervosa

· Anti-Muslim Discrimination

· Binge Drinking

· Birth Control

· Bulimia Nervosa

· Bullying

· Campus Crime

· Capital Punishment / Death Penalty

· Chemical Weapons

· Child Labor

· Cloning

· Corporate Downsizing

· Date Rape

· Disaster Relief

· Domestic Violence

· Dream Act

· Drinking and Driving

· Drug Abuse / Drug Addiction

· Eating Disorders

· Embryonic Stem Cell Research

· Environmental Pollution

· Equal Pay

· Euthanasia / Assisted Suicide

· Felony Disenfranchisement

· Gang Violence

· Gay Rights

· Genetic Engineering

· Gentrification

· Global Warming

· Gun Control

· Gun Rights

· Hate Crimes

· Hazing

· Health Care Disparities

· Health Care Reform

· HIV / AIDS

· Home Foreclosures

· Homelessness

· Honor Killings

· Human Trafficking

· Hunger

· Identify Theft

· Illegal Immigration

· Legalization of Marijuana

· Legalization of Prostitution

· Mall Shootings

· Mass Murder

· Meth Labs (Methamphetamine Laboratories)

· Minimum Wage

· NRA

· National Rifle Association

· Obamacare (Affordable Care Act)

· Obesity

· Organ and Body Donation

· Outsourcing Jobs

· Pornography

· Poverty

· Prayer in Schools

· Racial Disparities in Health Care

· Racial Disparities in Sentencing

· Racial Profiling

· Racism

· Rape

· Retail Profiling

· Recycling and Conservation

· Right to Work

· Same-Sex Marriage

· Sex Trade

· Sexism

· Sexual Harassment

· Sexting

· Single Parenting

· Smoking / Tobacco Use

· Social Networking and Privacy

· Stand Your Ground Laws

· Steroid Use in Sports

· Stereotyping

· Sweat Shops

· Teen Pregnancy

· Terrorism 

· Texting While Driving

· Texting While Walking

· Unemployment

· Union Busting

· Violence in Schools

· Violence in Music Videos

· Violence in Video Games

· Voter Disenfranchisement

· Voting Rights Restrictions

