English 3-4 CP/A: Coleridge, Rime of the Ancient Mariner Storybook Project
 “When something can be read without great effort, great effort has gone into its writing.” Enrique Jardiel Poncela
Project Situation: In response to criticism that his poem Rime of the Ancient Mariner “lacked a moral,” Samuel Taylor Coleridge responded: “[I]n my own judgment, the poem had too much, and that the only, the chief fault, if I might say so, was the obtrusion of the moral sentiment so openly on the reader as a principle or cause of action in a work of pure imagination.”

Instructions: Working in small groups, you will be responsible for creating a picture textbook of the ballad The Rime of the Ancient Mariner for elementary school-age children (second, third, or fourth grade perhaps). The textbook must have the following components:

1. An engaging cover page. (We are told not to judge a book by its cover, but we do, don’t we?)

2. Seven parts to correspond with the seven parts of the poem:

· Your “translation” of each part designed for your specific audience.

· A visual representation (painting, collage, drawing) of that part. (Please remember that your picture should engage and enlighten your readers: elementary school children. Be sure to fill up the entire page and use bright, bold colors so it would be visible during story time.)

3. A section either in the beginning or end of your textbook that explains the moral (or theme) of the story. You must explain how this moral was developed, citing specific textual evidence to support your arguments. This section is also designed for your specific audience.

4. A review of the textbook by a parent; you will cite this review on the back page of your textbook. 

Note: Please do not feel stressed about expense. This project need not be specially bound; you need not use fancy materials. You may use regular paper stapled together. However, be aware that the appearance of this textbook matters, especially considering that you are creating it to educate very young readers.

This project is worth fifty points and is due on _____________________________.

Group members, phone numbers, and e-mail addresses:

