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The daughter comely and seemingly innocent.  The mother calculating and decisive.  Two women who are quite different but bound together by familial ties.  These are the two characters of James Joyce’s “The Boarding House.”  Polly the nineteen year old daughter and Mrs. Mooney, the mother, both secretly yearn for Polly’s marriage.  But how do these characterizations come about?  Joyce employs the use of similes, imagery, and point of view to characters Mrs. Mooney and Polly.
