Chemistry in the Community
Syllabus   2014-2015
Ms. Curry
What is this course about?
This chemistry course is designed to provide you opportunities to develop and use important chemistry concepts and skills, so you can understand the chemistry behind some issues and problems that may arise within your community.  You will complete laboratory investigations and other exercises that encourage you to apply your chemistry knowledge and skills to a particular issue or problem.  The topics for 1st semester include: Building Blocks of Chemistry, Periodic Trends, Minerals, Moles, Conservation, Chemical Equations, and The Nature of Atoms.  The topics for the 2nd semester include: Properties of Gases, Physical Behavior of Gases, Interactions of Matter and Energy in the Atmosphere, Sources and Uses and Properties of Water, Reactions in Solutions, Gas Laws, Water Purification and Treatment.
What skills will be introduced ?
Students will be instructed in developing structured knowledge with note-taking skills
Students will decipher and correctly apply chemical terminology

Students will graph and interpret scientific data 

Students will write various paragraphs to support scientific understanding
Students will be introduced and practice dimensional analysis with various topics

Students will practice a quantitative understanding of chemical equations
Students will be introduced to experimental and investigative skills 

Students will develop collaboration and communication skills within group activities

Students will use analysis, research, synthesis, evaluation, and interpretation in labs
What texts and materials will I need?

1) Chemistry in the Community 6th Edition (W.H. Freeman and Co., 2012)

2) Spiral notebook with 3 holes (for active notebook)

3) Three ring binder

4) Composition book (for labs)
5) Calculator (not a graphing calculator)

6) Pen / Pencil / whiteout / etc.

How can I succeed in this course?
You will succeed in this subject (or any other) if you learn it.  What does it mean to learn?  One kind of learning is accumulating more information.  If you remember important facts by attentive listening and note taking, reading a few pages in the text and reviewing before a test, then you may learn something.
BUT, there is another kind of learning: coming to understand something that you did not understand before, not only knowing what, but also grasping why.  This is much more difficult because it requires the hardest work of all, thinking.  Thinking means looking long and hard at what is presented, asking perplexing questions, seeking answers and asking still more questions—hard work.  But the lift one gets from the “Ah-ha!” of understanding something new is well worth the effort.  Perhaps you will make the great discovery of this kind of learning as you inquire into biology.  
What will I be doing in order to learn?

Learning activities inside and outside of scheduled class time include but are not limited to…

1) Keeping an active notebook- (10-20 points) 
The notebook is a recording tool; an aid to the student’s learning process.  Many things will be included in the notebook.  The notebook will be checked randomly for notes or any of the following articles and will count for points:
Notebook format and contents
A three ring binder including a spiral notebook; student’s name on the cover; to be used for:

a) notes and outlines (in class notes should be dated and list subject / chapter title)

b) handouts (passed out in class) 
c) homework / classwork  assignments 
2) Labs- (20-40 points each) 
A lab report must be completed and turned in the day after the lab.  These must be done individually (unless otherwise discussed.)  Ask me about make-up labs.  Most cannot be made up due to the nature of the lab and the time constraints.  If it cannot be made up, then, an alternate assignment will be given to make up the points.  The lowest lab grade will be dropped.

3) Quizzes- (10-20 points each)

Generally there will be a quiz after 3-8 subsections depending on the content.  The quizzes may not be made up, and one quiz grade will be dropped.  For a pre-discussed absence, a quiz may be taken earlier then the assigned date.  Most quizzes are a combination of multiple choice and short answers.
4) Project- (100 points each)

This will be a cumulative project for a unit each semester and will have some group parts and some individual parts as the graded component. There will be a written portion of the project.
5) Tests- (50 or 100 points each)

There will be a test for one or two main sections.  These must be made up.  Tests will be a combination of 

multiple choice, matching, short answer and math computations.
6) Semester Final- (100 Points)

This test is cumulative for the semester.  A detailed study guide will be provided. The final will be a 

combination of multiple choice, matching, short answer and math computations.
7) Extra Credit- (Varied Points)

An extra credit assignment will be offered near the end of each semester.  This assignment will only be available to students who have completed all required homework and labs and . The total points will be based on the quality of the assignment. The assignment will be given near the end of each semester.

How Do I Calculate My Quarter and Semester Grades?

The individual’s total number of points divided by the total possible points will determine grades.  At any time during the course, a student may determine their standing on the Damien website.  The password for the website will be sent home and the students will receive the password again in class.  The password and the student ID are both used often in class and should be memorized and kept confidential.
20% (notes, homework, classwork) 
50% (tests, quizzes, projects) 
10% (semester final) 
20% (labs) 



3% (possible extra credit)
100%-90%-A

89%-80%-B

79%-70%-C

69%-60%-D

below 60%-F
Anything Else I Should Know?

My email can be reached by clicking on my name on your grade page on the Damien website.  It is curry@damien-hs.edu.  This is the best way to contact me outside of school.
I will post a weekly tutoring schedule for after school on the board each week depending on meetings after for that week.  I will also be available for tutoring at lunch Monday-Wednesday in either room 604 or 605.
I will post a weekly / bimonthly homework / classwork assignment sheet on my edlio page.  In addition, this will be given as a handout to each student in class.  
If you are an athlete, debater or involved in any other school related function and will be absent during class, you need to see me the day before to discuss the assignment/tests/quizzes/etc., no matter what the assumed agenda will be for that day. NO EXCEPTIONS.  I will be flexible if you are responsible.  Remember you must get the notes from someone and you may copy them.  (They need to be from someone in your period.)

Respect is EXPECTED by the students for the instructor and for each other.  In turn the same is EXPECTED of the instructor for the students.  Always stand for any adult visitor to the class.

Always act with honesty and integrity.  All work turned in for grading will be original, not copied from others.  Copying or any other form of cheating will result in a failing grade on the assignment.  Own up to your mistakes…if you are not prepared to take responsibility, then think before you act!

Preparation for the class is mandatory.  This includes bringing your notebook, writing utensil, book, etc. to class each day and being prepared to learn. In addition, being prepared includes having water to drink and using the restroom at breaks.
No food or drink is allowed in the classroom.  (Water is the exception to this rule)

Cellular phones, iPods or any other electronic equipment will be confiscated if not used at the acceptable time.  You may complete homework for another class or have a book to read if you finish a quiz or test early.  

If any of the above rules is violated:


1st occurrence:

Verbal Warning


2nd occurrence:

1 Hour Detention and/or Parent will be notified


3rd occurrence:

Student will be referred to the dean of discipline / Parent will be notified






OR





Receive a conduct referral and / or a “U” in behavior 

Flagrant violation of class rule: Student will receive a Conduct referral and or a “U” in behavior.
-------------------------------PLEASE CUT ALONG THIS LINE------------------------------

Chemistry in the Community
Student Name PRINTED: ________________________________________________________
I have read and understand the rules and academic requirements of this class.  (3 pages including this one)  I also understand the detention and referral procedure.

Period________
Student Signature_____________________________________________

Date_________
Parent / Guardian Signature___________________________________________

Best email to reach adult: ______________________________________________________________

(quickest way to receive a response from me)

Best phone number to reach adult between 11AM & 5 PM:___________________________________

