Macbeth Act I Reading Guide

Act 1 

scene i

1. Where do the witches say they will meet Macbeth?

2. When will the witches meet Macbeth?

3. What are the witches familiars?

4. What do the witches look like? (scene 3)

scene ii

5. Who is the king?

6. What country does the king rule?

7. Who are the king’s sons?

8. Who is fighting against the king?

9. Who is the traitor?

10. Who are the generals loyal to the king?

11. Who tells about the battle?

12. What happened in the battle?

13. Explain what happened to the opponent in lines 20-23.

14. What is the relationship between the king and his most valiant general?

15. What country does the opponent king come from?

16. What is Golgotha?

17. What must the losing king do before he can obtain the right to bury his men?

18. How does the king decide to reward Macbeth?

Scene iii

19.  What made the first witch angry? 

20.   What punishment will she give to the person who offended her?

21. How will her witch sisters help?

22. What do the weird sisters say will happen to Macbeth?

23. What do the weird sisters see for Banquo’s future?

Scene iv

24. What may prevent Macbeth’s future plans from being realized?
25.   What is Inverness?

Scene v

26. What does Lady Macbeth plan to do to make sure her husband becomes king?

27. How do the birds in scenes v and vi contradict each other?

Scene vii

28. Copy the famous lines in scene vii lines 1 and 2 and paraphrase.

29. How does Lady Macbeth insult Macbeth’s manhood?

30. What example does Lady Macbeth give to show that she is a strong woman who would never go back on her sworn word?

