Macbeth Objectives/Discussion Topics
1. Demonstrate by citing incidents and dialogue from the play that killing a legitimate king is such an unnatural act even nature is against it. 

2. Analyze the meaning of the “Fair is foul, and foul is fair” motif and point out the places where it is used and how it is used.
3. Discuss the role of the witches in the play, especially as embodiments of fate. List each of the second set of the witches’ prophecies and how they come to pass.

4. Trace the development of Macbeth’s character from his first appearance in the play until his last. Note how and why he changes.
5. Trace the mental and emotional make-up of Lady Macbeth from the first time we see her until her last appearance.
6. Discuss any references to babies in this play as characters, symbols, and elements of a metaphor.
7. Analyze the characters of Banquo, Macduff and Malcolm, especially as foils to Macbeth’s character.
8. Do the same for Lady Macduff and Lady Macbeth. 

9. Point out in what way Macbeth meets or does not meet the criteria of a tragic hero.
10. Point out the parallel development of the country’s disintegration as a result of the overthrow of lawful authority with the disintegration of two individuals as a result of their heinous crime.

11. Identify and explain the use of comic relief, as depicted in the “Porter Scene.”
12. Discuss references to sleep and insomnia, and the relationship between sleep and conscience.

13. Examine the motif of concealment and the use of darkness and night in the play, especially in contrast to the color red. 

14. Discuss the issue of gender in the play.
