Geography – Nature & Perspectives

1. Hearth:
The region from which innovative ideas originate.  This relates to the important concept diffusion.

2. Environmental determinism: A 19th- and early 20th-century approach to the study of geography that argued he physical environment caused human activities. (Jared Diamond)

3. Possibilism-  The physical environment may limit some human actions, but people have the ability to adjust to their environment. 

4. Space Time Compression- The reduction in the time it takes to diffuse something to a distant place, as a result of improved communications and transportation system.

5. Friction of Distance- is based on the notion that distance usually requires some amount of effort, money, and/or energy to overcome. Because of this "friction," spatial interactions will tend to take place more often over shorter distances.

6. Distance Decay- The diminishing in importance and eventual disappearance of a phenomenon with increasing distance

7. Spatial Distribution- Physical location of geographic phenomena across space

8. Pattern- A common property of distribution, which is the geometric arrangement of objects in space.  Some features are organized in a geometric pattern, whereas others are distributed irregularly. 

Population – Migration & Dispersion

9. Age Distribution: (Population pyramid) is two back-to-back bar graphs, one showing the number of males and one showing females in a particular population in five-year age groups.  

10. Cohort: Population of various age categories in an age-sex population pyramids.  This is important because this can tell what state this country it is whether in Stage 3 or Stage 5 in the demographic transition model.

11. Demographic momentum: this is the tendency for growing population to continue growing after a fertility decline because of their young age distribution.  This is important because once this happens a country moves to a different stage in the demographic transition 

12. Dependency ratio: The number of people who are too you or too old to work compared to the number of people in their productive years. The larger population of dependents, the greater financial burden on those who are working to support those who cannot.

13. Natality: (Crude Birth Rate) This is important because it tells the rate a country can expect thepopulation to grow.
14. Neo-malthusian- theory that builds upon Malthus’ thoughts on overpopulation.  Takes into count two factors that Malthus did not: population growth in LDC’s, and outstripping of resources other than food

15. Arithmetic density: total number of objects in an area. Used to compare distribution of population in different countries.
16. Physiological density: number of persons per unit of area suitable for agriculture. 
17. Agricultural density: the number of farmers per unit of area of farmland.  May mean a country has inefficient agriculture. 

18. S-curve- traces the cyclical movement upwards and downwards in a graph. So named for its shape as the letter "s" Relates to growth and decline in the natural increase.   

19. Sex ratio- the number of males per hundred females in the population  depends on birth and death rates, immigration.  Men have higher death rates but also higher birth rates. 
20. Gravity Model- Predicts that the optimal location of a service is directly related to the number of people in the area and inversely related to the distance people must travel to access it.
21. Transhumance- Seasonal migration of live stock between mountains and lowland pasture areas.

Cultural Patterns & Processes

22. Innovation Adoption:  Study of how why and at what rate new technology spreads throughout a culture

23. Maladaptive diffusion:  Diffusion of a process with negative side effects or What works well in one region may not in another

24. Interfaith boundaries- the boundaries between the world's major faiths, such as Christianity, Muslim, and Buddhism.  This isn’t the same as Intrafaith boundaries which describes the boundaries within a major religion.  

25. Landscapes of the dead- The certain areas where people have commonly been buried.  

26. Proselytic Religion:  There are three religions that practice this they are Christianity, Islam, and Buddhism. To proselytize is to try to convert another person to your religion.  

27. Shamanism- This is the range of traditional beliefs and practices that claim the ability to cure, heal, and cause pain to people.  

28. Sharia law- a legal system based on Muslim principles. 

29. Hajj- The pilgrimage to Mecca for Islam followers.  

30. Shintoism- said to be the way of god.  It is the native religion of Japan. Not very significant as it once was.  

Political Organization of Space

31. Border Landscape:  There are two types, exclusionary and inclusionary.  Exclusionary is meant to keep people out, such as the border between the U.S. and Mexico.  Inclusionary is meant to facilitate trade and movement, such as the U.S.-Canada border.   

32. Boundary process:  The process of creating boundaries.

33. Buffer state:  A country lying between two more powerful countries that are hostile to each other.   An example is Mongolia

34. Centrifugal: Religious, political, economic, conflict, etc. that causes disunity in a state.

35. Centripetal:  An attitude that unifies people and enhances support for the state.  

36. Confederation:  association of sovereign states by a treaty or agreement.   It deals with issues such as defense, foreign affairs, trade, and a common currency.

37. Exclusive Economic Zone: is a sea zone over which a state has special rights over the exploration and use of marine resources. 

38. Forward capital: A forward capital is a symbolically relocated capital city usually because of either economic or strategic reasons. A forward capital is sometimes used to integrate outlying parts of a country into the state. An example: Brasília.

39. Global commons: no one person or state may own or control. (Forests, oceans, land mass and cultural identity)

40. Heartland/rimland: Heartland is the central region of a country or continent; especially a region that is important to a country or to a culture. Rimland is the maritime fringe of a country or continent.

Agricultural & Rural Land Use

41. Aquaculture: The cultivation of aquatic organisms especially for food  

42. Commercial Agriculture (intensive, extensive): Agriculture undertaken primarily to generate products for sale off the farm.

43. Debt-for-nature swap: When agencies such as the World Bank make a deal with third world countries that they will cancel their debt if the country will set aside a certain amount of their natural resources.

44. Double Cropping: Harvesting twice a year from the same land -Can cause agricultural exhaustion making people move from the land

45. Environmental Modifications:The destruction of the environment for the purpose farming. (Using pesticides that drain in to the water, soil erosion, and/or overuse of land causing desertification (dust bowl). 

46. Extensive subsistence agriculture: shifting cultivation, nomadic herding/pastoralism
47. Green Revolution – Rapid diffusion of new agricultural technology, especially new high-yield seeds and fertilizer. Because of Green Revolution, agricultural productivity at a global scale has increased faster than the population.

48. Dispersed rural settlement –farmers living on individual farms isolated from neighbors rather than alongside other farmers 

49. Nucleated rural settlement – families live in close proximity to each other, with fields surrounding the buildings. 

50. Suitcase Farm –Individuals who live in urban areas a great distance from their land and drive to the country to care for their crops and livestock. This practice lends itself well to the growth of wheat. Allows families to continue their long relationships with the ancestral farm, but still enjoy the benefits of waged incomes in urban environments. 

51. Long Lots (French) – Houses erected on lots perpendicular along a river, so that each settler had river access. 

52. Metes and Bounds (English) – Uses physical features of the local geography, along with directions and distances, to define the boundaries of a particular piece of land. Metes refers to boundary defined by a measurement of a straight run, bounds refers to a more general boundary, such as a waterway, wall, public road, or existing building.

53. Township-and-Range (U.S.A) – Survey’s used west of Ohio. Land is divided into six-mile square blocks (township), which is then divided into one-mile square blocks (range). Ranges were then broken into smaller parcels to be sold or given to people to develop.

54. Sustainable Yield – Ecological yield that can be extracted without reducing the base of capital itself, the surplus required to maintain nature’s services at the same or increasing level over time.

55. Third Agricultural Revolution –Mechanization – Chemical Farming Food Manufacturing 

56. Transhumance –pastoral practice of seasonal migration of livestock between mountains and lowland pasture areas.

57. Truck Farm – Commercial gardening and fruit farming, so named because truck was a Middle English word meaning bartering or the exchange of commodities. Sell some of their product to fresh markets, but mostly to large processors for canning or freezing. Large-scale operations that take full advantage of machines at every stage of the growing process. 

Industrialization & Development

58. Cultural Convergence is the change in culture that occurs as diffusion of ideas and technology increases.  An example is the culture of LDCs becoming more like that of their former colonial power (an MDC).

59. Development is the improvement in material conditions of a place as a result of diffusion of technology and knowledge.  This is important because it is a main goal for most of the planet’s regions and development will help solve many problems.

60. The Human Development Index is an aggregate index of development, uses: GDP, literacy and education, and life expectancy.

61. The Physical Quality of Life It is based on literacy rate, infant mortality rate, and life expectancy at age one.

62. Technology gap- The difference in technologies used and/or developed in two companies, countries, ethnic groups, etc., where one is more advanced than the other- Important because it helps to explain the differences between MDCs and LDCs.

63. World Systems Theory- Explains the power hierarchy in which powerful and wealthy "core" societies dominate and exploit weak and poor peripheral societies.

64. Footloose industry is a general term for an industry that can be placed and located at any location without effect from factors such as resources or transport. Diamonds and computer chips are examples
Cities & Urban Land Use

65. Barriadas – a neighborhood, usually a slum or lower class (Latin American cities have these outside the central city)

66. Bid-rent Theory – explains that the price/demand for land increases closer to the CBD (explains the concentric zone model and why different levels of development are located at certain distances from the central city)

67. Centralization – the movement of people, capital, services, and govt. into the central city (opposite of suburban sprawl, happened to cities before WWII and is happening now)

68. Christaller, Walter – he created the Central Place Theory, which explains how services are distributed and why there are distinct patterns in this distribution(central place theory involves market area/hinterland and the threshold, which is the minimum number of customers needed to keep the business running)

69. Colonial City – cities founded by colonial powers, such as Mexico City by the Spanish (these often contain plazas, large Catholic cathedrals, and historic architecture, most of these are in Latin America and in Southern Asia, in India)

70. Counterurbanization – a net migration from urban to rural areas (only happening in N. America and W. Europe)

71. Deindustrialization- process of social and economic change caused by removal of industry.  (MDCs moved on after the 1800s.)

72. Employment structure- graph showing how primary secondary and tertiary sector jobs are separated.

73. Entrepot- Trading center where goods are exported and imported without cost. 

74. Female-headed household- A household with a women as the source of income (often associated with divorce) 

