Week Eleven Vocabulary - Fall
diffident (adj)			shy; lacking confidence
digression (n)			straying from a topic
dissent (n)				disagreement
elucidate (v)			to explain; to make clear
gullible (adj)			overly trusting
strut (n;v)				(n) a self-important walk; (v) to walk in
					an overly confident manner
denounce (v)			to speak against publicly
laud (v)				to praise
surreptitious (adj)		secret
astute (adj)			clever; shrewd; ready-witted
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Week Eleven Vocabulary Exercise - Fall
astute		denounce		diffident		digression		dissent
elucidate	gullible		laud			strut			surreptitious
Write the word that best serves as a synonym for the following:
reticent ________________________________	to clarify ____________________________
to extol _______________________________	intelligent ___________________________
divergence _____________________________	opposition ___________________________
credulous ______________________________	to swagger __________________________
criticize _______________________________	sneaky _____________________________
Write the word that best serves as an antonym for the following:
to stumble _____________________________	dull-witted __________________________
outgoing ______________________________	skeptical ___________________________
to laud ________________________________	to disparage _________________________
focus _________________________________	concurrence _________________________
obvious _______________________________	to confuse __________________________
Complete the sentences from the word bank. 
1. When Alfred ___________ed into the room, it was clear that he did not suffer from diffidence.	
2. He acted as if he expected everyone to ____________ his very being.
3.  However, the _____________ members of his class knew that he was really just showing off.
4.  Newer students might have been _________________ enough to believe his act, but not his old friends. 
5. Actually, the “old-timers” helped to _____________ the fact that Alfred was a phony.  
6. His arrival did pose a small problem, though, since it forced a _____________ from the main topic of the meeting. 
7. Alfred’s best friend did not feel that the others should _______________ his behavior.
8. Everyone else, however, had a tendency to ________________.
9. “Perhaps, if Alfred were more _____________, he would be more tolerable,” suggested Bob.
10. They all agreed, so they developed a _______________ plan to trick him into changing.  
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