
The European Union 



WWI Alliances (Europe) 



WWII Alliances (Europe) 
Blue: Axis Powers & Red: Allies 



Cold War Alliances 
NATO (Democracies) vs. Warsaw Pact (Communists) 



Original European Union Members 





Pros & Cons 
PROS 
•  Largest economy 

•  Open borders (trade and travel) 

•  Common form of money 

•  Less likely to go to war against 
each other 

•  Trade bloc (alliance) influences 
world trade 

•  Creates a common European 
cultural identity 

•  Diversifies the economy 

•  Supranational (the practice of 
international cooperation above and beyond 
national limitations) 

CONS 
•  Lack of border control 

•  Difficulty agreeing on decision 

•  Some countries didn’t adopt 
Euro 

•  Dependency 

•  Loss of power/sovereignty 

•  Cultural boundaries 

•  Growing size 

•  National identity is lost 

•  Small countries suffer in 
parliament because of their 
size 



You as the Ambassador 
•  You, as the Ambassador of a country in Europe, wants your country to 

be part of this organization, European Union. 
 
•  Develop a paper preparing your presentation on why your country would 

like to join this organization and what will your country benefit from being 
a participant of the organization.  Type in COMPLETED sentences. 

•  You must include: 
–  Name of your country 
–  Type of government 
–   3 reasons why your country wants to join 

•  Be prepared to defend your country. 

•  See rubric for grading points. 




