1984 Reading for Understanding Questions (quote + cite pages properly)

Book 3

Chapter I (p. 186-197) Book 3

1. As Winston waits in the jail cell in the Ministry of Love, he meets the poet Ampleforth and his neighbor Parsons. What are they in for?

2. What is Room 101?

3. O’Brien comes in the cell with a guard. What does Winston say? How does O’Brien reply? What does this mean?

Chapter II (p.198-215) Book 3

4. Why does O’Brien say that the photograph of Jones, Aaronson, and Rutherford, which he just showed to Winston, didn’t exist and that he doesn’t remember it?

5. For the Party, does the past have a real existence?

6. Why does O’Brien want Winston to say that there are five fingers when he is only holding up four? Why isn’t he satisfied when Winston finally says five? What lesson is O’Brien trying to teach Winston?

7. Winston wonders why they are torturing him if they are just going to kill him anyway. What is O’Brien’s answer?

8. O’Brien says that the rule of the Party is forever. However, the appendix appears to be written in a future time when there is no Party. Is this a contradiction in the book?

9. What, according to O’Brien, is the purpose of the Party?

10. Why is O’Brien spending so much time on Winston?

Chapter III (p.215-226) Book 3

11. Winston’s torture and interrogation have several stages. What techniques are used in each stage?

12. According to O’Brien, who actually wrote The Theory and Practice of Oligarchical Collectivism? What does this mean, if true?

13. O’Brien teaches that there is no world outside of the human mind, so that the Party can control reality in the same way that he can make Winston  see five fingers when there are only four. This is “Believing is seeing” rather than “Seeing is believing,” as we would normally say. Is it possible to so thoroughly brainwash someone that he or she will see things that are not there?

14. O’Brien says that Winston should imagine a future in which a boot is stamping on a human face forever. Winston tries to argue that such a vision would fail. Who do you think is right?

Chapter IV (p. 226-232) Book 3

15. Winston thinks he is making progress. He is learning to practice crimestop. What is he learning? What is he hoping for?

16. Winston has a setback. In a daydream, he cries out. What does he say? What happens to him?

Chapter V (p. 232-236) Book 3

17. What is waiting for Winston in Room 101? What does it make him do?

Chapter VI (p.236-245 = end of book) Book 3

18. Winston meets Julia. What happens?

19. What happens to Winston at the end of the book?
