ROMEO AND JULIET

PROLOGUE NOTES & STUDY QUESTIONS

	I. The Prologue is a sonnet.  A Shakespearean sonnet has the following features:

A. It has 14 lines.

1. Each line has 10 syllables each.

a Each line has a specific rhythm called iambic pentameter.

(1) Iambic means a 2-syllable unit, one unaccented and one accented.  Example:  the word "today" is iambic.

(2) Pentameter means it has 5 units of iambic rhythm.  The following sentence is written in iambic pentameter: I know the way to go is over there (This sentence is 10 syllables long and follows the iambic pattern)

B. It has 3 sections of 4 lines each, called quatrains.

C. It has one section of 2 lines at the end called a couplet.

1. The couplet usually gives commentary about the rest of the poem. It often is an epigram, a short, clever saying.

D. It usually follows a specific rhyme scheme, the pattern of rhymes at the end of each line.

1. Shakespearean sonnet rhyme scheme:  abab cdcd efef gg.


	Two households, both alike in dignity,

In fair Verona where we lay our scene,

From ancient grudge break to new mutiny,

Where civil blood makes civil hands unclean.

From forth the fatal loins of these two foes     5

A pair of star-crossed lovers take their life,

Whose misadventured, piteous overthrows

Do with their death bury their parents' strife.

The fearful passage of their death-marked love,

And the continuance of their parents' rage,      10

Which, but their children's end, naught could remove,

Is now the two hours' traffic of our stage;

The which if you with patient ears attend,

What here shall miss, our toil shall strive to mend.


1. 
What do the underlined words mean?
2. Line 8 tells us what will happen to the lovers. What does it say?

3. Why does Shakespeare tell us how the story is going to end?
4. Summarize what is said in each section AND identify the tone (the feeling) behind each section.

a. First quatrain:

b. Second quatrain:

c. Third quatrain:

d. Final couplet:

