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Annotation Guide & Assignment
Annotate (v): to make notes of significance in a text as you read
If you have the habit of asking a book questions as you read you are a better reader than if you do not. But…merely asking questions is not enough. You have to try to answer them. And although that could theoretically be done in your mind only, it is easier to do it with a pencil in your hand. The pencil then becomes the sign of your alertness while you read. 
When you buy a book, you establish a property right in it, just as you do in clothes or furniture when you buy and pay for them. But the act of purchase is actually only the prelude to possession in the case of a book. Full ownership of a book only comes when you have made it a part of yourself, and the best way to make yourself  a part of it—which comes to the same thing—is by writing in it. Why is marking a book indispensible to reading it?

First, it keeps you awake—not merely conscious, but wide-awake.

Second, reading, if it is active, is thinking, and thinking tends to express itself in words, spoken or written. People who say they know what they think but cannot express it usually do not know what they think. 

Third, writing your reactions down helps you to remember the thoughts of the author. 

Chapter Markings: As you read, make note of significant character information, plot events, and literary elements (setting, writing style/tone, atmosphere/mood, motif, theme, symbolism, personification, metaphor, simile, etc.). This can be done with a combination of notes, underlining, double-underlining, circling, bracketing, starring, etc. You should come up with your own system for what you underline, circle, star, etc. Also, as you read, notice which literary elements stand out most in your book. Is setting heavily emphasized? Is there a motif that jumps out at you? Does the author use striking symbolism?
Grading: ______/ 20 points


