English 1-2 CP: Fall Semester Final—Of Mice and Men Socratic Seminar 

Set-up: In a Socratic Seminar, the desks are put into two concentric circles, with half the class sitting in the inner circle and half sitting in the outer circle. One or two seats in the inner circle are designated as “HOT SEATS.”

Instructions:

· When you are in the inner circle, you participate in the discussion about the issues/topics prepared on the book in question.

· When you are in the outer circle, you take notes on what your partner says in the inner circle. Outer circle students need a pen and a piece of paper. (Outer circle students do not speak.)

· Half way through the class (or the second day), inner and outer circle students switch places. 

Background: The idea of the Socratic Seminar is that it is discussion and dialogue and not debate. It is a heightened, disciplined form of conversation. One of the key aspects of this type of conversation is listening closely and carefully to what your fellow participants say. Another key aspect is contributing thoughtful and thought-provoking comments. A third component is providing specific evidence and textual support for your views. Overall, the goal is to examine ideas and opinions logically, through the method of question and answer, in order to determine their validity. The conversation is allowed to branch out in different directions—after all, a good question will often give rise to more questions. The spirit of the Socratic Seminar is exploratory rather than argumentative: the point is not to find the “right” answer or “win” your point, but rather to delve deeply into complex topics that speak to the human condition. 

Discussion Etiquette:

Be prepared. 

Think before speaking.

One person speaks at a time—no interrupting. 

The person in the “hot seat” gets priority, but then must vacate the hot seat.

No personal “dissing,” and keep it clean.

Paraphrase what others say and build on their comments.

Speak audibly and clearly.

Cite specific evidence and reasons for your views.

Respectfully disagree.

Support one another.

Stay on topic.

Don’t monopolize the discussion.

Avoid saying “like,” “and stuff,” “you know what I mean,” etc. 

No side conversations.

Invite those who are participating less.

Dress: Uniquely for this seminar, you are asked to dress up as if you were in the time period and place of the novel—wear denim, Stetsons or other types of (cowboy) hats, bandanas, plaid shirts, boots, etc. 

Discussion Preparation: Prepare detailed answers to the following questions. Approach each one as if you were writing chunks in a body paragraph of an essay, supporting your answers with specific examples and details from the novel and analyzing the text.

#1 What is the setting and what does it add to the novel? Cite specific details that give a vivid sense of the time and place. 

#2 Of Mice and Men is set among ranch hands and drifters. George and Lennie are unique in that they have each other. Analyze their relationship: What is it based on? Think of their respective characters, both their physical appearance and personality traits, in formulating your answers.

#3 Analyze the secondary characters of Candy, Curley, Curley’s wife, and Crooks. They are each facing a conflict of some kind. Describe the conflict in each case—Is it external/internal? Between who and whom or what and what? 

#4 What role do the characters Slim and Carlson play in the novel?

#5 From almost the beginning of the novel, we know Lennie is going to get into trouble. How do we know that? Provide examples of foreshadowing. How does Steinbeck hold our interest through the events to the end?

#6 Find 5 vocabulary words you do not know the meaning of in the book. Write them down and their definitions. Use at least one of them in the seminar. 

#7 Explore the theme of loneliness in the book—who is lonely? How do they each deal with it? What makes people lonely in general? Does society bear a responsibility for such people?

#8 Explore the issue of dreams and plans. What dream do George and Lennie share? What effect does it have on Candy and Crooks? Explain. Why does Candy say, “Then—it’s all off?” in Chapter 5? What purpose do hopes and dreams serve people in general? How do we draw the line between reality and fantasy?

#8 Who is to blame for the death of Curley’s wife? Does George do the right thing in shooting Lennie? Would you help a friend who had accidentally killed someone?

#9 Explain the significance of the title (taken from Robert Burns’ poem “To a Mouse.”).

Grading: 

· Written preparation:







____/30 points

· Etiquette/professionalism/dress:





____/20 points

· Discussion participation (based on quality, depth, 

thoughtfulness and evident preparation put into your contribution) 
____/30 points

Total: _____ /80 points

