Reflection: 
“I am frightened: I dare think this way no more. This way lies the abyss. It is not now the time but I will not lose these thoughts, I will keep them, shut them away until the war is ended” (194). 

Hint: an abyss is a deep, bottomless hole

What is Paul beginning to realize? Why does it scare him?
This entire chapter about the Russian POW’s is about how Paul is beginning to fully understand that the true enemy is not the French soldiers he fights or even the Russian soldiers on the Eastern Front—the real enemy is Death or the men who make wars—who sign some document that declares war and legalizes murder. This realization is a truly awful one though. Paul cannot let himself think about it, because….
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