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The History Beat
--Religious Wars Broadcast--

Hello and welcome to “The History Beat!” (applause) I am your emcee, Big Mama Wendizzle, and in this broadcast, we will be hittin’ it up with some wicked dawgs, like Martin Luther, Henry IV, Philip II, and more, who will be bustin’ a rhyme or two….  
our purpose today is to examine with you,
the causes, events, and effects too 
of the wars of religion fought with ease

in the late 16th to early 17th centuries
Narrator 1: But let me break it down for our more scholarly audience here…The political landscape of Europe was driven by the bloody opposition of Protestants and Catholics. The seeds of change and division were set with the challenge of the most influential cultural and political body in Europe—the Catholic Church. The height of this conflict surfaced with a monk named Martin Luther. But let’s pause and let Luther tell his own story…(MARTIN LUTHER)
Narrator 2: The Reformation resulted in a loss of Catholic members and financial support. In reaction to this loss, the Catholic Church responded by reforming institutional corruption and spreading Catholic doctrine and influence once again. Let’s hear the Catholic Church’s perspective on this disturbing time in Europe…(CATHOLIC CHURCH)
Narrator 3: During the first half of the 16th century, religious conflict had been confined to central Europe and was primarily a struggle by Lutherans to secure right and freedoms for themselves. This quickly spread in the late 16th century to France, the Netherlands, England, and Scotland. Now it was Calvinists who fought Catholic rulers for the right to govern their own territories and to practice their chosen religion openly. Let’s join the Frenchies with our distinguished politique, Henry IV….(HENRY IV)
Narrator 1: No one person or nation stood larger than Philip II of Spain. Philip II was heir to the intensely Catholic and militarily supreme Western Hapsburg kingdom. The Eastern Hapsburg lands had been given to Philip’s uncle, emperor Ferdinand I. Philip II continued his father’s (Charles V) vision of a reunited Catholic Europe. How successful was he? Let’s hear his story now…(PHILIP II)
Narrator 2: Poor, poor Philip—his dream of a Catholic Europe is pretty much obliterated. To top it off, the Thirty Years’ War in the Holy Roman Empire was the last and most destructive of the wars of religion. Religious and political differences had long set Catholics against Protestants and Calvinists against Lutherans. Let’s here about the events that ensued in this bloody division…(THIRTY YEARS’ WAR)
Narrator 3: What made the Thirty Years’ War so devastating was the entrenched hatred of the various sides and their seeming determination to sacrifice all for their religious beliefs and extension of political power. As the conflicts multiplied, virtually every major European land became involved either directly or indirectly. When the hostilities of the Thirty Years’ War came to an end in 1648, the peace terms shaped the map of northern Europe much as we know it today. What were these terms of peace…let’s see. (TREATY OF WESTPHALIA)
Narrator 1: Both religion and politics played major roles in each of the great conflicts of the Age of Religious Wars—the internal struggle in France, Spain’s unsuccessful effort to subdue the Netherlands, England’s successful resistance of Spain, and the steady march of virtually every major European power through the hapless Holy Roman Empire during the first half of the 17th century. Parties and armies of different religious persuasions are visible in each conflict, and in each we also find a life-or-death political struggle. The wars ended with the recognition of minority religious rights and a guarantee of the traditional boundaries of political sovereignty. Europe at midcentury had real, if brief, peace.

Remember to tune in to “The History Beat” for our next broadcast…’til next time…this is your emcee, Big Mama Wendizzle, “Peace Out.”

MARTIN LUTHER
I’m Martin Luther: religious rebel…

(wait for music cue)
How the world did change 

When I came to town

Mocking Catholic abuses

Turning Europe upside-down

Salvation by faith

It’s grace, not works

The Pope ain’t your daddy

It’s just the “good book”

The Diet of Worms

I will not recant!

In your face Charles the Fifth

I’ll continue to rant!

I’ll make my own Bible 

And a new church too

A priesthood of believers 

Lutheranism’s for you!

Division in Europe 

Denominations everywhere

Anglican, Anabaptist,

And Calvinist’s dare

To worship freely 

And challenge authority

The League of Schmalkalden

German princes are we

Protestants, Catholics

Where’s your loyalty lie?

Make your choice wisely

Or else you may die!

Religious wars spread 

What will you choose?

Your king decides your future
Don’t rebel cuz you’ll lose!

CATHOLIC CHURCH
I’m the Catholic Church, I’m angry as hell…

(wait for music cue)
Martin Luther—what a punk!

Why you buggin’ us?
Takin’ all our peeps and bling,

Who now can we trust?
Council of Trent 

And Roman Inquisish (inquisition)
Bump off infidels

Keep their mouth squished
Send out Jesuits

Catholic doctrine spread
Charles and son Philip

Shoot Protestants dead!
El Escorial

A palace strong and proud

And center for crusade

Recatholicize! We vowed

Watch out Protestants!

French, German, Dutch

And don’t think we forgot—

You Brits, we hate as much

HENRY IV
I’m Henry IV—politique at heart…

(wait for music cue)
Calvinism grows too fast

Catholics should rule France

Pesky Hugenots are here 

Crush them just like ants!

Catholics were in power 

Medici rules through sons

Watch out Henry Valois
There are two more to come!

Bourbon and Valois

Could they be wed?

No, not a Protestant!

St. Bart shoots ‘em dead

Henry! Henry! Henry! What?!

Kill him! Me? 
Kill him! Me?

Two dead Henrys—Valois and Guise

Bourbons in the House!

Hugenots get reprieve

Edict of Nantes 

You can worship as you please

Henry the Fourth
Changed to Catholic with ease
Is Paris worth a mass?

‘fo shizzle! It’s a breeze!
PHILIP II
I’m Philip II—Catholic Protector…

(wait for music cue)
The world is mine!

Low countries to Spain

New World to Italy

Protector, I will reign

Listen up, Burgundy…

High taxes you must pay

And be faithful to the saints

Or Inquisish comes your way…

Orange, you’re goin down

Dutch—we’ll split in two

North—you’re Protestant

South—stay Catholic, do

We may have lost the Dutch

But Muslims will not win
Send the navy to the Med

At Lepanto, Spanish win

Now I’ll go to England

Dear Liz who jilted me

Revenge! I do declare

Catholic nation she will be

Revenge for aid to Dutch

How dare you set them free!

I’ll send out my armada

Sink the Brits into the sea

Uh-oh, fire ships!

And curse that stormy sea

They defeat my mighty navy

Who’s the loser?…that’s me (
THIRTY YEARS’ WAR
I am the 30 Years War—the war to end religious wars…

(wait for music cue)
In the heart of Germany

Religious differences

Split us up on sides for war 

Choose alliances

Protestant Union

Catholic League—Yo!

Can there be peace?

Augsburg…it’s a go!

But oh those Calvinists

More and more they grow

HRE – ya’ll are hatin’
Bloody war – here we go!

Bohemia starts it all

Nobles angry mob

Ferdinand—he lied!

Defren of Prague

Catholic dawgs beware

Out the window, you stare
Oops, a little push and
Manure you’ll wear!
Sixteen-eighteen

To sixteen-forty eight

Four phases of war

‘til we reach a peaceful state

Bohemian, Danish

Swedish and French

Gustavus Adolphus

Is the Protestant wrench

Peace of Prague 

A temporary fix

Peace of Westphalia

Religious wars are nix

TREATY OF WESTPHALIA
I am the Treaty of Westphalia…the final peace
(wait for music cue)
Europe divided

Religion and war

The treaty brings peace

But wait, there’s more!

HRE must fly!

Spain, that means you too

You’re time is over 

Don’t cry, boo-hoo

It’s France, Sweden

Prussia and Dutch

Will take that power

And abuse it?...not much

Dutch and Swiss

Two new nations

But Germans got it bad

Economy in ruins

Each nation says religion

Catholic Europe’s no more

Central gov takes control 

Sovereignty is core

Warfare changes 

Military revolution

Defense spending rose 

Absolute kings—the solution
All these wars

What’s with that?...it’s wack!

Europe’s now got peace

How long you think they’ll last?
JAMES I
I’m James I: on a power trip…

(wait for music cue)
Cousin Liz is dead
Time for me to fill her shoes

Ireland, England

Scotland to rule

I got problems to the P

I got debt to fix

Nobody likes me

Add church in the mix
Keep church hierarchy 
Calvinists--off my back

Puritans, same with you

To America—go pack!

Power of the purse 

It’s mine, don’t cha know

I’ll increase taxes 

Why’d I have to ask, yo?
My reign was a flop
No one let me have my way

Now my son, King Charlie 

Gonna make them all pay!
CHARLES I
I’m Charles I: on a bigger power trip…

(wait for music cue)
No arguments Parl

I have divine right

I’ll tax and quarter soldiers

To heck with Pet of Right

Parliament is out 

My reign is thorough

Get my own money

But it’s the Scots, uh-oh!

No more reform

Go back to Anglican

But I need more money

Guess I’ll need Parl again

Long and short Parl

Too much you want

Now the Irish are revolt

Help me pull this stunt

You say, No?

I’ll make my own army

AKA Cavaliers

What ya gonna do, homey?
On no you didn’t

Make an army too

Your roundheads goin’ down

Don’t think you’ll cause a coup
Cromwell—what a punk!
Will join with Scots

I’m a gonner fo’ sure

I’ll get my head chopped off!
