
English Literature and Composition

Section II

Total Time---2 hours

Question 3

(Suggested time-----40 minutes. This question counts as one-third of the total essay section score.)
The concept of the “Other” is a useful device that allows the reader to explore how a character responds to an other who seems to be different from himself. How character responds to or defines the “Other” often reveals more about the character than the “Other” he is attempting to describe or identify. Perceived as lacking essential characteristics possessed by the group, the “Other” is almost always seen as a lesser or inferior being and is treated accordingly. The “Other” in a society may have few or no legal rights, may be characterized as less intelligent or as immoral, and may even be regarded as sub-human.
Select a novel or play and, focusing on the idea of the “Other,” write an essay analyzing how the “Other” functions in the work and what it reveals about the characters or themes of the work as a whole. Do not merely summarize the plot. 

Nota bene: You may use Frankenstein as a text or you may choose to use The Fifth Child.
