Synthesis Prompt Scoring Guide

9 These prompts fit the description of 8 prompts, but are particularly well-written or sources are particularly well-chosen.

8 Introductory information and assignment is clear and well-written. The prompt asks the writer to take a position on the topic. The format mirrors the format of the authentic AP synthesis essay. Sources represent a variety of viewpoints on the topic. At least one visual source is included in the packet, but there are no more than two. All sources come from reliable and academic origins. Correct MLA citation and appropriate introductory information are included for each source. 
7 These prompts fit the description of 6 prompts, but are clearer or include a better variety of sources. 

6 Introductory information and assignment is clear. The prompt asks the writer to take a position on the topic. The format mirrors the format of the authentic AP synthesis essay. Sources represent some of the viewpoints on the topic. At least one visual source is included in the packet, but there are no more than two. Most sources come from reliable origins. MLA citation is generally correct, and appropriate introductory information is included for each source. 

5 Introductory information and assignment is generally clear, but may contain some flaws. The prompt asks the writer to take a position on the topic. The format mirrors the format of the authentic AP synthesis essay. Sources represent a few of the viewpoints on the topic. At least one visual source is included in the packet. Some sources come from reliable origins. MLA citation may have flaws, and introductory information may not be included. 

4 These prompts fit the description of 3 prompts, but are clearer, have better sources or include correct MLA citation.
3 Introductory information and assignment may be awkward and unclear. The prompt fails to require the writer to take a position on the topic or the topic may be vague. The format may be different than the AP format. Sources represent limited viewpoints on the topic and some may be unrelated.  There are either no visual sources included in the packet, or there are more than two. Most sources come from unreliable or dubious origins. Citation may not be in MLA format or is not present, and introductory information may not be included. 

2 Introductory information and assignment is either not present or extremely awkward and unclear. The prompt fails to require the writer to take a position on the topic or the topic is vague. The format may be different than the AP format. Sources may be unrelated to the topic or fewer than six are present.  There are either no visual sources included in the packet, or there are too many. Sources come from unreliable or dubious origins. MLA format may not be present, and introductory information may not be included. 

1 These prompts fit the description of 2 prompts, but are even more unclear, missing major parts of the synthesis prompt, or have very poorly chosen sources that are unrelated to the topic.
0
No prompt turned in.

