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Teacher: Ms. Whitney Cleveland 
Email: whitneycleveland@sgawarriors.com

Textbook: Biology, Holt McDougal (2012)

Biology is a laboratory science course that covers the study of living things. Biology focuses on the study of life by examining the five fundamental concepts of biology:
· Unit 1 – Introducing Biology	
· Unit 2 – Cells
· Unit 3 – Genetics
· Unit 4 – Ecology
· Unit 5 – Classification and Diversity 
· Unit 6 – Plants and Animals
· Unit 7 – Human Biology 

The scientific process and laboratory skills are emphasized along with biology’s connections to other scientific disciplines. Students will learn to use evidence-based reasoning and will have the opportunity to improve their reading, writing, and math skills in this class. 

Homework: Students will have homework three to four times a week depending on how well they read and comprehend the material. Homework will include reading, researching, preparing for tests, writing, and skill-building activities. Students are expected to complete homework and turn it in on time. Work missed due to illness or special circumstances needs to be made up within the number of days the student was absent. It is the student’s responsibility to ask for and turn in work after an absence. 

Required Materials:
Students must bring these materials every day to class.
1. Three-ring Binder 	4. Two sharpened #2 pencils
2. Ruled (lined) Paper 	5. Science composition notebook
3. Pen (black or blue ink) 	

Grading Policy:
Grades are based upon the standard scale:
 A= 100-90%, B = 89-80%, C = 79-70%, D = 69-60%, F = 59-0%.
Grade percentages will be based on performance in tests, homework, labs, class work and projects as follows:
Unit Exams - 20%
Homework, Labs, Class Work, Quizzes and Projects – 40%
Chapter Test – 20%
Semester Exam- 20%

Unit Exams are designed to assess whether the learning goals have been achieved. There will be Chapter test as well. Test questions from the Chapter test along with bell ringers will be used to make up the Unit Exam. 

Insect Collection:
This year each student is required to complete an insect collection. The students will have the entire school year to collect these insects and finalize their collection. Each collection is required to have at least 20 insects. I will pass out a full lab report the second week of class so the students can begin working on this as soon as possible. 

Classroom Procedure:
Please come in and take a seat before the tardy bell rings; there will always be a bell ringer assignment posted on the board. Bell ringer assignments will be kept organized in the student’s composition notebook. These notebooks will be left at school and allowed to be taken home before a test as a study resource. Class periods will consist mainly of lecture and demonstrations during which time I will introduce new concepts.  This is instructional time and students are expected to remain quiet and not interrupt the lecture with chatting or disruptive outbursts.  Students engaging in disruptive behavior will receive a warning for the first offence and an office referral for the second.   






Classroom Rules, Routines and Policies:

Following these rules, routines, and policies will create a professional education environment that enhances the achievement of academic success. This is the goal. Enforcement of these rules takes away from already limited instruction time. Violations will result in parent contact and if repeated, administrative referral.

1. Show respect for everyone in the classroom. If you feel that the actions or words of another person are disrespectful, please bring it to my attention.

2. Show respect for other people’s property, including the schools. Your parents/guardians will be held responsible ($) for any school property that is damaged or destroyed by negligence.

3. You must be in your assigned seat and have your materials (i.e. binder, pencil) ready to go when the bell rings. Once the bell rings, read the agenda on the board and start working on the bell-ringer activity.

4. Late homework will receive no credit. 

5. Copying work, or helping another student copy work, will result in a zero on that assignment.

6. Missing a test or class assignment due to an unexcused absence will result in a zero score. If your absence is excused, it is up to you to schedule a time to retake a quiz or test within one week of returning.

7. Electronic devices must be put out of reach (e.g. backpack) while in class unless I specifically give you permission to use it during class. 

8. Students are expected to participate and to do their part in group labs and activities. Refusal to participate or follow safety procedures will result in and a zero score for that assignment.

9. All school-wide rules and consequences will be enforced.

It is extremely important that you never get behind during the year!  When you have a question, ask me.  When you need extra help, let me know.  I am available before and after school for extra help.  It is absolutely critical that you be in class to participate.  If you hear the discussion, see the demonstrations, do the work, perform the lab, etc. you will be able to keep up, if you work hard.

I have read and understand the rules and expectations listed above.

Student Signature_____________________________________ Date:_______________

Parent/Guardian Signature______________________________ Date:_______________
