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Don Quixote Reading Guide

Chapter I
1.
Write down the details of Don Quixote’s lifestyle as described by Cervantes in the first paragraph.   What does the description tell us about Don Quixote at the beginning of the story?

2.
Look at the way Cervantes characterizes Don Quixote in the first two paragraphs.  Write down three phrases that illustrate the tone of the characterization.  What is the tone?

3.
What is Don Quixote’s motivation for the quest?  Does it seem rational?  Give textual evidence to support your answer.

4.
What does Don Quixote do to prepare for his journey?  Were these the most important things he should have done?  If not, what should he have done? Give textual evidence to support your answer.

5.
At the beginning of the chapter there is a question about Don Quixote’s original name.  Why does he adopt a new name for himself and for his horse?

6.
Why does Don Quixote feel it necessary to “find a lady to be enamored of”(839)?  Whom does he choose and why is this comic?

7.
On a separate piece of paper, create an illustration of Don Quixote based on the descriptions and characterizations in Chapter I.

Chapter VII
1.
Describe Sancho Panza using words and phrases from the text.

2.
To which social class does Sancho belong?  Why is it surprising that Sancho is a lower social class than Don Quixote?  Is this comic?  Why or why not?

3.
Why does Sancho Panza accompany Don Quixote?  How does this help characterize Sancho?  

4.
Why does Don Quixote choose Sancho Panza as his squire?  What does this tell us about his expectations from Sancho?

5.
Create an illustration of Sancho Panza based on the descriptions and characterizations in Chapter VII.

Chapter VIII
1.
What does Don Quixote do when he confronts the windmills?  What does Sancho Panza do?  Write a brief summary.

2.

What do Sancho Panza’s actions prove about his ability to carry out the duties of a squire?

3.
Is Don Quixote’s attack of the windmill humorous?  Why or why not?  Does Sancho Panza find it humorous?  Why or why not?  Cite examples from the text to support your answers.

4.
How would you describe the relationship between Don Quixote and Sancho Panza at this point?
