My Modest Proposal

In “A Modest Proposal,” Jonathan Swift addresses the problem of poverty in Ireland from the point of view of an economic planner presenting an outrageous solution. 
Pretend that you are a modern-day economic planner, military leader, educator, or an advisor to the president. Write about a REAL problem you see in the world and an ironic “modest proposal” for its solution – a proposal so crazy that readers will see at once how serious the problem is. To make it clear that you are being satirical, make sure that your ideas are outrageous and exaggerated.

Satire: A work of literature that blends humor with criticism for the purpose instruction or the improvement of humanity. It often pokes fun at the flaws of humanity or criticizes different aspects of society.

How satire is used: Uses a tone that is ironic, sarcastic, sardonic, caustic, and/or tongue-in-cheek. The writer often exaggerates in order to make a point.
The speaker of “A Modest Proposal” is…  An upper-class economic planner
The speaker of my modest proposal is… ______________________
The problem the speaker of “A Modest Proposal” sees is…There are too many poor children in Ireland and nothing anybody can do to make them useful to society.
The problem I see in today’s world is _______________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________
The outrageous solution the speaker proposes is… At the age of one, most babies should be sold and eaten so that there will be a lower population and more food for the people.
The outrageous solution I propose is_______________________
__________________________________________

__________________________________________
When you are done planning what you are going to write, begin creating your proposal.  Write it on the back of this sheet (attach more pages if needed).

Your proposal will be…
• 1-2 pages long; about a real problem in today’s society.

• Written as if you were serious about making this outrageous proposal.  
• Begin with a paragraph of background information to explain the problem, then write 2-3 paragraphs with the details of your proposal; be sure to address the counter-argument like Swift does!
• Witty and creative! Have fun with this assignment.
