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Beowulf Unit
You will turn in this sheet and all the study guides tomorrow before the test, in this order:


1. ________/5  This sheet + Review (attached)

2. ________/5  Beowulf Notes + Literary Terms Notes 

3. ________/20  Study Guides for Introduction, Section 1, 2, and 3

4. ________/10 Important Rhetorical Devices WS

Total:  _________/ 40 pts.

Things to study for the Exam …

Be sure you have read the stories

Review your study guides and other hand-outs 

Review notes given in class – Be able to connect this information to the novel

Be sure you can answer all the questions on the next sheet 

Study – you will not do well taking this test without preparing for it

Beowulf Study Guide for the Exam

1. List one reason we should read literature like Beowulf. _______________________ 

2. What were the early invaders of England called? (a hyphenated word)______________

3. List one unifying factor for the above listed people. _________________________

4. Common language use by the people is called ___________________________

5. Another name for the Danish invaders was ________________________________

6. Beowulf was originally written in approximately ____________________________

7. In Old English, “Beowulf” means _______________________

8. List two traits of the “warrior culture” ___________________/______________

9. The storytellers who originally told and performed Beowulf were called __________

10. List two characteristics of an epic poem __________________/______________

11. Beowulf’s people are called the ___________________

12. The Viking word for fate is ____________________
13. Beowulf is considered a model of the “hero” type. Write an example (from the text) how he fits each of the criteria:

a. Noble Birth

b. Brave

c. Loyal

d. Human Weakness

e. Super Human Strength

f. Boastful (with humility)
14. Vocabulary: Match the correct word:

	A.  Caesura
	B.  Alliteration
	C.  Higlac
	D.  Etymology
	E.  Beowulf

	F.  Scops
	G.  Epic
	H.  Wiglaf
	I.  Hyperbole
	J.  Geats

	K.  Hrothgar
	L.  Foreshadowing
	M.  Epithet
	N.  Herot
	O.  Dragon

	P.  Edgetho
	Q.  Kenning
	R.  Personification
	S.  Danes
	T.  Grendel

	U.  Wulfgar
	V.  Grendel’s Mother
	W.  Higlac
	X.  Shield Shiefson
	Y.  Esher

	Z.  Red Herring


1)  _______ he was conceived by a pair of monsters born of Cain

2)  _______ Beowulf’s father

3)  _______ Higlac’s people

4)  _______ “as black as the rain / That the heavens weep” is an example of?
5)  _______ Hrothgar’s grand mead-hall (where rejoicing can be heard, to Grendel’s chagrine)

6)  _______ the warrior that helps Beowulf defeat the dragon

7)  _______ who is this? “the greedy she-wolf”

8)  _______  “mankind’s enemy” “Higlac’s Follower” are examples of?

9)  _______ king of the Danes

10)  _______ “He was spawned in that slime, / Conceived by a pair” is an example of?

11)  _______ hints that mislead the audience

12)  _______ to whom does Beowulf ask his armor to be sent if he were to die in the battle against Grendel?

13)  _______ Hrothgar’s great grandfather

14)  _______ it has poison and breathes fire

15)  _______ traveling minstrels

16)  _______ the warrior that comes to meet Beowulf at the shores when he first arrives at Herot
17)  _______ “she’d killed a glorious soldier, cut / A noble life short” is an example of?
18)  _______ “shadow of death” “shepherd of evil” “guardian of crime” “afflictor of men” are examples of?

19)  _______ Hrothgar’s people

20)  _______ “So she reached Herot, / Where the Danes slept as though already dead” is an example of?

21)  _______ study of the origin and historical development of words

22)  _______  “greater / And stronger than anyone anywhere in this world” is an example of?

23)  _______ long narrative poem telling of a hero’s deeds
24)  _______ Hrothgar’s best friend 

