Lord of the Flies by William Golding
significant passages and questions for chapter 12: “Cry of the Hunters”

Hunting Ralph.

Before, Jack and his hunters hunted pigs in the forest. But at this point, they have killed pigs and Simon and Piggy.

Now they are hunting Ralph.

1. What do you think they will do to Ralph if they catch him?

2. What are two important facts that Samneric secretly communicate to Ralph?

3. What does it mean that Roger “sharpened a stick at both ends?” (190). What does this phrase suggest that they intend to do to Ralph once they catch him?
(See pages 136-137 if you need a hint.)







4. Jack and his hunters start a fire and make the entire island burn in order to flush out Ralph—in order to make him come out of the brush in which he is hiding.
This fire ends up actually saving Ralph’s life. How?
5. When the naval officer arrives on the island, he believes that the boys are playing a game. He says, “’Nobody killed, I hope? Any dead bodies?’” (201).
The naval officer is being sarcastic. He believes that boys only play at make-believe or pretend.
What does Ralph answer the officer? Ralph’s answer makes the officer understand that the boys were not “playing a game.”


“‘Who’s boss here?’

‘I am,’ said Ralph loudly.

A little boy who wore the remains of an extraordinary black cap on his red hair and who carried the remains of a pair of spectacles at his waist, started forward, then changed his mind and stood still” (201).

6. Who asks ‘Who’s boss here?’


7. Why does Ralph say ‘I am?’



8. Who is the “little boy who wore…a black cap on his red hair and who carried…a pair of spectacles at his waist?”


9. Why does the boy with the red hair have to admit that he is “not boss?”
Reflection: Why is it significant that Jack cannot claim to be boss once the adult naval officer comes to the island?
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