In-Class Timed Essay Prompt: 
How should our society assign value to human life?  

This is a Text-Based Academic Essay 
-- Take a position based on the extensive reading and analyzing we’ve done in this unit.
-- Construct an argument about the issue based on your readings of the texts; you may also include your own observations to support your position, but the evidence should mostly come from the texts.

-- Support your thesis using quotations and paraphrases from the texts (you must acknowledge the source of your words and ideas by including a parenthetical citation).

-- Acknowledge the counterargument to recognize that others may not agree with your position (and refute it – that is, prove that your viewpoint is valid).
-- Use academic vocabulary and terminology from the texts themselves – show your familiarity and comfort using these words correctly.

1. As a first step, make sure you fully understand the prompt by creating a “Do/What” chart, where you write all of the verbs from the prompt on the “Do” side and all of the objects on the “What” side:
	Do (Verbs)
	What (objects)

	Take
	a position based on the issue

	Construct

	an argument about the issue based on the text 



2. Formulate a thesis statement – your opinion (position) on the topic (How should our society assign value to human life?).  Make sure your thesis is clear, compelling (interests the reader) and contestable (it shouldn’t be too obvious, or you will lose your reader’s interest). 
Draft your thesis here: _____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

3. Now you are ready to write your response to the prompt.  Since this is a timed prompt, make sure you manage your time wisely.  You should turn in an essay with an engaging introduction (hook, background, thesis), body paragraphs that support your thesis (including topic sentences, quotations from the texts, your own analysis, and including an acknowledgement of the counterargument), and a concluding paragraph that includes a solid argument in support of your thesis and indicates the significance of the argument – the “so what” factor.  









