Persuasive Writing - Drafting Template (PLEASE DO NOT WRITE ON THIS!)
	The Prompt:
Should juveniles accused of violent crimes be tried and sentenced as adults?  Why or why not?    
	Key Content
	Essential Structural Elements

	1. Construct an argument about the issue based on your readings of the texts/viewing of the documentaries.
2. Support your thesis using integrated quotations (like we practiced) from the texts (you must acknowledge the source of your words and ideas by including a parenthetical citation).
3. Acknowledge the counterargument to recognize that others may not agree with your position (and refute it – that is, prove that your viewpoint is valid).
4. Use academic vocabulary and terminology from the texts themselves – show your familiarity and comfort using these words correctly.


	Who is the audience?

What is my purpose?

What are the key ideas I must address? 
	What kind of essay is required?

What specific components must be included?


	The Introduction

(open your paper)
· Hook the reader

· Acknowledge the topic

· Provide background information

· State your position (thesis)
	The Language of Introduction:
Some people think_________. 

It has been said that _______.

One position is _____________.

This opinion is based on ______.

_________ is significant because.

To understand _______, it is necessary to take a closer look at _____.

The impact of ____ can be seen in ___________.
	Drafting Introduction:

	The Initial Support

(Body A: support your assertion)
· Narrate a personal experience

· Provide evidence or examples

· Add information

· Clarify information

· Compare information

· Show a cause and effect relationship


	The Language of Support:
This example/source/information confirms/explains that ___.

A (another) example can be found in _______________________.

Similarly, _____ states ___, meaning ___.
This is true because ________.

Clearly, __________________.

According to ___, ____..

Evidence can also be found in the article/film/story __________.

Furthermore, _____________.

In addition, ________________.


	Drafting Support:


	Continued Support 
(Body B: further develop your assertion)
· Narrate a personal experience

· Provide evidence or examples

· Add information

· Clarify information

· Compare information

· Show a cause and effect relationship
	The Language of Support:
One example is ____________.

Another example of _____ can be seen in _________.

Furthermore, _____________.

In addition, _____________.

This example explains _____.

To better understand this position, _________________.

A key reason for this is _______.

This is true because ______.

Clearly, __________________.

According to _____________.

Evidence can also be found in the article/film/story __________.


	Drafting continued support:

	Acknowledging the Opposition

(Body C: acknowledge the opposite point of view)
· Summarize opposing position

· Acknowledge merit of opposing position 

· Refute the counter-argument (why your viewpoint more compelling)
· Compare viewpoints

· Elaborate your position
	The Language of Counterargument:
Although some people think ___.

Others suggest _________.

However, _____________.

On the one hand _______.     

On the other hand, _______.

Most __ will tell you that ____.

_______ argues that ________. 

Nonetheless, ____________.

Despite opposition there is convincing evidence that ___.
The point remains __________.
	Drafting Counterargument:

	The Conclusion

(close your argument powerfully)
· Restate your thesis

· Summarize your evidence

· End strong: deep thoughts/ insights
	The Language of Conclusion:
It is essential to recognize ____.

In closing, ___
On a final note, __________.

The facts clearly indicate ____.

It cannot be denied that _____.

It is important to remember that ______.

Finally, _______.
Ultimately ______.
	Drafting Conclusion:
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